Living Theology Friends0701
January 7, 2007
Fuel for a New Year
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
Since I have determined to continue writing these weekly letters as long as the Lord gives me the wisdom and strength to do so, I decided to start renumbering these letters as you see above: 0701.  I “should” go back and renumber the previous ones as 0601, etc. but I will have to develop considerable energy to do so!  I have changed my web site for the Letters so that there is a separate area for each year so I hope that will help you find some of the letters as we progress in time.  I do pray that each of you will be greatly blessed by God during this year.  I know that there will be sorrows as well as glad tidings and one of my friends as already reported to me of a sorrow.  A fellowship friend of his told him that his oldest son was killed in a car wreck January 1 and his wife was critically injured.  Please pray for this family.

As Christians we are called to walk in the world under the leadership of our King, Jesus Christ.  We are somewhat like Abraham in that we are not told where we are going but we are told to “trust and obey”.  
Gen 12:1 “Now the Lord said to Abram, "Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father's house, To the land which I will show you;

Gen 12:2 And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing;

Gen 12:3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. "

Gen 12:4 So Abram went forth as the Lord had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.”

For some of you 2007 might be filled with many new events.  My son has started a new position and maybe some of you are also starting a new position.  I am still finding out where to go in my new role as a retired person!  I have included below some Scriptures that seem appropriate for us all as we start on a new year.
Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
The above was for the Israelites as they were starting out toward a new land that was promised to them.  We also are following the Sovereign Lord of the Universe.  What is there to fear when He is our Lord?  Does God still promise to go with us?  Of that there is no doubt as seen in the “Great Commission”:
Matt 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

Matt 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Jesus promises to be with each of us, even to the end of the age.  What should we then fear?

Matt 10:28 “And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”

In line with the above Scriptures we then only need to pay attention to the same items written by Peter:

1Peter 1:13 “Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

1Peter 1:14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance,

1Peter 1:15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior;

1Peter 1:16 because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."”

The above seems also so very appropriate for us all.  Each hour of each day we should be focused on the grace promised us at the second coming of Jesus Christ.  With our eyes fixed on that promise we should be casting off all the former lusts and cooperating in the process of becoming holy.  Of course we will not be totally holy until we are in our glorified body but our focus here is on cooperating in that transformation and seeing the change in our lives as we turn away temptations and follow that which often the world calls foolish.

So let us all go forward in this New Year with the following firmly in our minds:
“Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5

